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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


From the London Evangelical Magazine, for April. 
PERSECUTION IN SWITZERLAND. 

At Lausanne, in the Canton de Vaud, Switzerland, a 
cold and barren orthodoxy prevails. ‘The cree: is sound. 
but it is inefficient. The wordsof “sound doctrine” play 
upon the ear, in their confessions and catechisms, but the 
“form «f godliness” only is there, without the power. 
Bigotry and intolerance complete the description, ‘“Al- 
most inquisitorial powers are assumed by the clergy. As 
soon as any man gives offence, the magistrates make no 
scruple of banishing him at once. ‘lhey allow no dissen- 
tients from the establishment, not a soul.” 


If we may give full credit tothe above account, this 
“cold and barrea orthodoxy” is the prol-fic- mother of per- 
secution, at least ; for it appears to have produced a decre: 
from the council of state at Lausanne, of which one sec- 
tion contains the following ;— 

“All persons whose proceedings tend to gain proselytes 
toa sect that is opposed to the peace of the church and 


public order, shall be prosecuted, with a view to their be- 
ing punistied.” 


Bt by whom is all this evil produced * not by Univer- 
galists, for it is said their ‘creed is sound, but it is efficent.” 
All the sanctions of the divme Jaw are here unavailing, 
and ort!:odox men are constrained to acknowledge, that 
“bigotry and intolerance complete the deseription”™ of these 
orthodox people. Tt “a/most inquisitorial powers are as- 
sumed by the clergy,” it is no more than the legitim 
fects of their “contessions and ecatechisms.” From the 


days of that intolerant persecutor and murderer, Join 


Calvin, to the present hour, the same principle, when car-; 


ried into effect by aid of the secular arm, has resulted in! 


persecution, and its concomitant train of evils. 


further back than the history of our own country, look all oite 


If any person turns Quaker, he shall be banished, and 
not suffered to return but on pain of death. 

No priest [Church clergy.wan| shal! abide in the Comin- 
ioné he shall he banished, and suffer death on his return, 

Priests may be seized by any one without a warrant.” 

But tocome nigher home. Hardly a day passes, in 
which an observer may not trace the same spirit. True 
indeed, want of power prevents the fruits of intolerance 
from being as severely felt as in ancient times, but the spirit 
of persecution as certainly follows ortholoxy now as ever, 
and js as distinctly seen in this country as in Switzerland, 
Lest this should be deemed an assumption, read the fo'low- 
ing from the Christian Watchman, which has probably 
digraced the columns of fifty different papers ;— 

“Universalism is believed and sdvocated by too many 
ahandoned wretches, whose habigs and conduct forbid a 
he ief in any good thing to render it very acceptable to an 
honest or virtuous man.” 

It is acknowledged with deep regret that some profess to 
be Universalists, who neither read the scriptures, un ler- 
stand the svstem, feel the spirit of Christ, nor conduct wor- 
thy of the christian name ; but if this fact prove the doc- 
trine false, it wil! also subvert the gospel, and every scheme 
Bat the 
spirit in which the Christian Watchman speaks of Univer- 


of belief which men have broached or defended, 


salism and Universalists is so opposite to the mind of Christ, 
and so like the feeling of those, who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and despised others, that it is ap- 
propriate to say, thou hypocrite ! first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to 
Ths method 
of exclusion and calumny will probably answer an imme- 


cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 


‘iiate purpose ; yet it is not understood how ‘the words of 








ifrom orthodox sources, 


To go no, 


sound doctrine,’ or ‘the form of godliness w:thout the pow- 


jer" can give peace to those, who confess themselves ‘hell- 


deserving rebels, and tat ‘justice would be done, should 
they be sent to welter ‘n eternal fire.’ 


But testimonies thicken so tast on the su! ject of ta cold 


ate ef-[#ad barren orthodoxy,’ that the only difficulty is in selection 


The fir-t which presents, is by 
authority of the Presbytery of Onondaga, a part of which 
follows ;— 

“In view of this interesting suhjeet—of the commanders 
instructions and Warmings, given by God to his ancient 
covenant people, and of the terrible calamities wh-ch he 
n inflieted on them tor Sabbath-breaking, we deeply la- 


the iniolerance dis} layed when the civil and ecclesiastical) ment, that the Sabbath is so frequently, so opemty. and 


powers were blended. 


wickedly violated, in our own day, and within the bounds 
of our Pres ytery. VWisiteng. travelling, labouring, buning 


**No food or lodging shall be offered to a Quaker, Adam-|and selling. atlending to amusements and recreations, free 


ile, or other heretic, 


quenteng taverns end groceries,and abstaining from the wor- 
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the prominent and zrowing evils of the times.” 

How much better these or/hodox are than the heterodox, 
or Universalists,is for those to decide who know them 
both. 


s 


Th following is extracted from A Narrative of the 
state of relizion, published by order of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbytery of Pennsylvania ; 


“The OFTEN REPEATED complaints of Sabbath break- 


Ing, profane swearing, and intemperance, within our limits, 
have been again laid betore the Assembly.” 


other name among themselves. 





an- 


-wer it if they dare, whether facts will bear them out in 


imputing as deep and wide-spreading depravity to Univer- 


alists. If they thus think, let them produce their vouch- 


ers, and this settled, it shall be admitted that Universalism 


is as far removed from perfection in its principles, as any 


Until this, modesty and 


humility would better become them, than the Pharisaical 


spirit which says—*“Stand by thyself—I am holier than 


° ° ” 
Here aza'n we see that a coldand barren orthodoxy is thou. 


no enard against evils, which, if found on Universalists. 
woul { dD? 
quence of their principles.—A few selections from a com- 
municafioa in the Religious 
Phidadelphia, will close for the present, a recapitulation otf 


the effects of a ‘sound,’ but ‘inedicient’ creed, 


“To be nlain, and in being so, to prove ourselves honest, 
we d 
dise'plin, in permitting notorious bars, habitual drunkards. 
an! men of questionable honesty to disgrace the ranks of 
the fol owers of Christ. 

“Some persons may be ready to inquire with astonish- 
ment, if it be really so, that notorious liars and habitual 
drunkards are permitted to lay sacrilegious nands on the 
emblems of Christ’s body and blood? Would to God that 
lamentable facts did not warrant tis in an affirmative an- 
swer to such inguiry. Weare constramed, however, to 
sav, that things are even thus; and although the conces- 
sion be painful in the extreme to the truly pious, yet, as it 
cannot increase the malignity of a sore to ascertain its ac- 
tualextent and ravages, !t seems, in our estimation, to be 
the hetter course, to expose the evilof which we complain, 
and to set it forth m its actual condition. 


“We have in our eve, at this moment, certain members 


fellowship. 


christianity but too clearly evince. 


That many patterns of excellence are found in the or- 


immediately pronounced the legitimate conse-|thodox ranks, is certainly true, and ail such we heartily 


That others of a very different stamp, are too 


Remembrancer, published at/often found among them, is a fact, which the petty arts, and 


unhallowed practices used by them to the prejudice of 


That this foul blot on 


the christian character may soon be obliterated, and that 
gn expressly to expose the criminal detect of church|# spivit of love may pervade all who profess the character 
' of Christ's disciples, is the ardent desire of all who duly 
appreciate the blessings of the gospel. 


MENTOR. 








in full communion with the Presbyterian Church in Phila- 
delphia, who are known to the elders appointed to rule) 
over them in the Lord, to be in the constant practice of ut 

tering absolute falsehoods. ‘These have become su habit- 
uated to lying, that nothing they say is regarded as being, 
entitled to any credit. 


liars, and common fame appropriates to them the same 
character. 


“There are others whose habitual intoxication obtrudes 


itself on the notice of their brethren and the public at} 


large.” 

After this brief exhibition of the licentiousness of a 
tbarren orthodoxy.’ quoted in the words of its friends, with 
what colour of reason cau people called Christians speak 
of Universalists as ‘abandonad wretches,” whose conduct is 
sufficient to forbid its belief by any honest or virtuous 
man? It is fulltime that the orthodox look to the disor- 
ders of their own households, and put *the accursed thing’ 
out of their own camp, before they attempt to ass cate all 
the crimes of man from the morning of time, with the doc- 
trine of Universalism. It is time that they be sufficiently 
honest to tell the truth of their neighbours, and to cease 
from assertions, Which have nothing for their support, but 
a lying tongue. 

This is plain speaking—not angry declamation. It is as 
evident as the meridian sun, that the irregularities of their 


own members are more than a match for their powers. 


In short, their fellow communi-, 
cants feel little or no hesitation in pronounctng them to be! 








DOCTRINAL. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


HAPPINISS AT DEATH. 


Though he slay me, yel will I trust in him.—Job xiii. 15. 





Mr. Editor,—\n reading obituary notices of persons 


eminently distinguished in any sect of christians, | have 
observed they are almost always represented as having 


made a happy exchange of worlds, and no doubt is ex- 


pressed of their being then ia the enjoyment of the bless- 


ed; but on Calvinistic ground I see no reason for this cer- 


tainty, as their salvation depends entirely oa the pleasure 
of God, and as Calvinists confess there is no possibility in 
this life of distinguishing the elect from the reprobate. 
And on Arminian principles it is equally difficult to ima- 
zine how it can be affirmed with certainty, or even prob- 
ability, that any one is in heaven, as Arminians hold that 
the final decision rests on works, and the scriptures declare, 
“no one liveth and sinneth not,” and “that we are all un- 
profitable servants.” 

And I believe no one will be arrogant enough to say he 
has earned an eternity of bliss by his good deeds in this 
life; if vot, can he expect God will view his conduct more 
faverably than he does? 

These remarks are not made to wound the feelings of 
any one, but with a view to show the inconsistency of this 
practice with the faith of either Calvinists or Arminians, 
This inclination to believe all our friends happy after they 
are dead, shows that tenderness and love still warm our 
hearts, and could we believe the roun1 \tN of love pos- 
sessed as much regard for all his children, as parents of 
earth do for theirs, we should rest in perfect tranquillity 


with regard to the ultimate condition of all God’s rational 





offspring. ‘This representation of our heavenly ParENt 
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is calculated to draw our hearts to him in love, and to an- 
imate us in obeying his every requisition, by causing us to 
believe him our greatest and best friend in the universe, 
and consequently that all his commands are given in wis- 
dom, and that compliance with them will result in felicity. 
AQvUILLA. 


—-—-— 


TOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


SELF DENYING MISSIONARIES, AND MISSION- 
ARY ARITHMETIC. 

Mr. Editor —Under the head “easy and ready ways of 
collecting funds for the Lord’s Treasury,” which lately set 
eut on its travels in the Columbian Star, is the following 
paragraph ; 

“If ministers, and a few brethren in each church, would 
be active, there would be found no serious difficulty in 


raising at least $200,000 from the Baptists of the United 
States. Then we might send out and support 150 Mission- 


ares, instead of the 28 now in the field, and that without}. 


diverting a dollar from the stated support of the ministry, 
the relief of the poor, and the plans of doing good which 
are going forward at home.” 


It has been frequently affirmed in Missionary reports and 


journals, that a native of India can be fed and educated for 


less than $60 yearly. Now suppose the self-denying mis- 
sionary should consent to live on the same sum, in propor- 
tion to his family, would two hundred thousand dollars 


000 among 150 missionaries, would be thirteen hundred 
and thirty-three dollars, 33 cents each. Say that each fam- 
ily consists of four persons, at $60 each, the amount neces- 
sary is $240, or, say £333 are necessary—and $1000 are 
The India _ busi- 
ness appears to be looking up, under such an economy. 


left each, for the self-denying teachers. 


ZOPHAR. 
el eedebatere mod 
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SATURDAY, SEPT. 24, 1s B25, 


“* Rarnestly nite for the faith.” 


DIR. FRIY, 


THE converted JEW. 

This gentleman, who is an agent for the American Soci- 
ety for melioratmg the condition of the Jews, and who is 
now on a begging tour through New-England to obtain 
funds to convert and colonize the [Tebrew nation, on Sun- 
day last preached twice in this city in furtherance of the 
business of his agency. Without saying any thing of him, 
or the design of his mission at present, we shall only remark, 








that the society in whose employment he is engaged, leased 
a farm in Harrison, Westchester county, N. Y. on which 
they intended to settle the converted jews whom they 
could persuade to reside on it ; buiso unacceptable were 
their regulations, that some Jews, who belonged to the So- 
ciety, withdrew their names and refused to live on the 
farm, and of the four colonists whom they had last spring, 
ONE only remains. Mr. Frey may obtain funds sufficient 
to hire the Jews of Germany and Poland to reside at Har- 
rison, and to submit to the dictation of the me/orating so- 
ciety, but this method of conversion will improve their mor- 
al condition as truly as proselytism by the sword. Not- 
withstanding all the schemes for hastening the illumina- 
tion of the Hebrew tribes may be founded on benevolent 
regard for the scattered people, they generally seem im- 
practicable, or the result of some pecuniary speculation, 
And there can be no doubt that the Jews would prefer liv- 
ing at their contemplated city Ararat, under their own 
governors and laws, and with teachers of their ownnation and 
choice, to residing at Harrison, under all the guardianship, 
care and instruction of the me/ioraling society. ‘The pres- 
ent aspect of things frowns most inauspicious!y on this 
quixotic undertaking, and should it prosper, no sober man 
would impute it to reasonable calculation, but to success- 


ful experiment. Those, who are solicited to contribute 





for the promotion of the above scheme,should weigh the 
fairly maintain 150—and how much would be left? $200, 


facts we have stated, and then act in the most deliber- 
ate and prudential manner. 
—@~— 
VULGAR ERRORS CORRECTED. 

God out of Christ, is a consuming fire. —TRADITION, 

In sermons, prayers and religious conversation imagined 
passages of scripture are often repeated with every appear- 
ance of*honesty, though with the most consummate ignor- 
ance of the inspired volume, if those who recite them be 
sincere. Notwithstanding the defenders of Christianity 
have abundant cause of complaint against Deists for garb- 
ling and misquoting the sacred record,the true friends of 
the gospel have more reason for criminating these misreci- 
ters of inspiration, as the false or rash vindicators of any 
system are more dangerous than its avowed opposers, 
Were these fabricated scriptures harmless in their tenden- 
cy und operation, no remarks would be necessary to coun- 
teract their delusire influence; but as they are used as 
proof texts in discussions of eternal interest, something 
should be done to inform those who are willing to receive 
instruction, and to expose the deceit and wilfulness of those, 
who wrest the scriptures to their own destruction. Among 
these addenda sacra is generally found this astonishing sen- 
tence; God out of Christ, w a@ consuming fire! This 
metaphorical language is designed to signity, that the Fa- 
ther of mercies is exasperated to the last degree against his 
sinning children, and that he will never remit his anger, or 
grant them a single favor, till Christ interposes to avert his 


fury and reconciles him to his offending creatures. A rep- 





resentation, which thus divests the character of God of ev- 
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oposite to his nature, and which says, speaking of the 
mediation of Jesus 

‘| here’s not a gift his hand bestows, 

But cost his heart a groan, 
should be received with much caution, and with the fullest 
evidence of its truth, But on examination it is discovered 
to rest on forged authority for its support, and to be com- 
pletely repugnant to the whole tenor of divine revelation. 


When this fact is readily acknowledged by every biblica! 


es - | 
give his glory to another, neither his praise to graven imas 


ses, we see the propriety of his commanding all people te 
abstain from idolatry and pay their adorations to him, 
But if some are endlessly to blaspheme his name, and curse 
their own existence, how can it be reasonabie to prohibit 
their worship of idols in this world, when they are to be 
the eternal slaves of the devil in the future? If God nev- 

r meant to save from ignorance and idolatry, why should 
ye call on mento turn,or rep nt? butif in doing evil, and 


worshipping every mal gnant passion, they are simply be- 


student, how ean the learned invocently reiterate the sen-|<inning a course of conduct winch be intends they shall 


_timeut of this forgery in a protestaut land, and keep their| pursue through eternity, why does he find fault ? 


‘hearers in the darkness of the catholic peasantry? He- 
brews xii, 29. 
that does not mention (hrist, nor affirm vor imply that 
God 1s or will be anyth’ng but a consuming fire. 


perverted text support the idea, that God hated all] men till 


Christ turned his wrath into regard, or satisfied his ven-|Ghost, and consequently expressed tire will ot God, 


The prayers of all saints for stx thousand years have 


is probably the corrupted scripture; but)risen to Heaven, as a great cloud of incense, for the salva- 


tiou of all men; now can you believe these supplication 


Did this;have been dictated by an evil spirit? you will at onee say 


they have been prompted by the influence of the Holy 
Now 


geance by enduring it in his own soul, there might be somejif God be of one mind and change not, his spirit must ex« 


propriety in alleging itas proof; butit will not answer tojc'te to similar petitions through the day of eternity ; and 


consider our dreams the revelation of God, and then cor- 
rapt the scriptures to maintain them. 
find our motto, or the sentiment it expresses in the sacre:! 
writings, let him engage inthe work with zeal and pa- 


tience, that we may no longer enterta.n untrue conception 


, 


f the saints are engaged in suppheating him torever for 


If any person can the salvation of all, entreatiug him with strong cries and 


ears toredeem the whol: family of man, how can they 
‘njoy happiness, or rest in the Lord ? 


it appears clearly evident that God is at variance with. 


of Gol, or suppose him the immutable Friend of the hi-{himself, tf he earnestly desire the happiness of all, and yet 


man race. 


But should no one undertake this examination,|intends the misery of a part. 


How can you pray to such 


or disproof, let it uot be said again that Christ has render-]a being, or wish to be conformed to his lL. keness ? do you 


ed his Father compassionate to man, or that the New Tes- 


tament contains one sentiment of this kind. 


ask one enemy to relieve you from another? is this pru- 


All readers}dence, when in all probability their mutual contention se~ 
of the Bible should know that God changes not; that hejcures you from lestruction - 


for if they were friends, you 


is alwaysin on mind, and that Christ could no more eas:-jcould not engage them each against the other. 


ly increase his compassion, or give him pity for our race. 


than he could improve perfection, or strengthen the uncer- 


standing of Omniscience.—Other corruptions of the sa- 
cred word shall be exposed hereafter. 


i 


If in this world you take delight in the service of God 
and religion, are rejoiced in seeing others walking in the 
way of truth and righteousness, how must your heart be 
pained when the name of God is profaned with horrid 


blasphemies ; hiw must your affections bleed when the 


Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the\unspeakable love of a Redeemer is held in derision and 


knowledge of the truth.—1 Timot vy i. 4. 


scorn. Now af you feel somuch inquietude in see ng and 





God wills that al] men should come to the knowledge of; hearing the goodness of God abused m this life, how can 


: ol ; ‘ 
the truth and be saved. and az he cannot desire that which| you anticipate or enjoy bappimess in heaven, where you 


is not most ‘or his glory, the salvatiou of all will manifest, will continually behold the incorrigibly wicked, and hear 


his greatest glory, as he wishes them all to come to the the eternal curses of the dammed ? 


knowledge of the truth, which is salvation. 


Unless you are pleas- 


Should not ed by seeing your heavenly Father readered iglorious, 


all be saved, then w Il not God’: highest glory be display- you cannot possess happiness in such circumstances. 


ed; but ‘if all are saved, uot only is the zlory «f God 


lf you are hearty in w.shing for the salvation of all, 


transcenceutly bright, but the harmony of the divine char- you are e.ther disposed to build up the kingdem of Satan, 


acter is demonstrated to the greatest joy of a blissful wni- or you are enzaged in promoting the cause and kingdom of 


verse, 


God, If Satan’s empire would be established by the sal- 


God cannot desire that which will render him inglori-, vation of all, and he is employed in strengthening his do- 


ous, nor can he employ any means for its production ; but’ minion by releasing transgressors from sin, with propriety 


he desires the salvation of all, aud has sent his Son to ac-|may we worship him, and call him our Redeemer. 


But 





complish his wishes ; hence his declarative glory is promo-|if the kingdom of God is distinguished from all others by 
ted by the salvation of man, and he is deeply interested in| peace, and joy, and righteousness unbounded, we must be 
effecting it, as each addition to the number of the saved is}hlind to our own happiness not to enter into the service of 
) MAuncrease of his manifested glory. Now as God will aotlsucha king. If God be our inend, we cam love hun, but 
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if he be our enemy, and we are assured he will so continue 
forever, we cannot adore him,even if we are threatened 
With eternal damnation in consequence of non-compliance. 
When we love him, it is because he first loved us, 
—_—~»)—- 
RELIGION IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Though the following defence is by no means satisfac- 
tory in exculpating Mr. Burt from the charge of misrep- 
resentation, it is published to show that we desire justice 
may be done to. all. 

If by christian institutions were meant those he enu- 
merates, the fact, that 40,000 persons are living without 
their pale, still appears to rest on his bare assertion, and to 
need stronger proof, before it can receive unhesiteting be- 
lief. For it seems incredible that such a number of peo- 
ple should reside in New-England, the clime of schools, 
churches, and religious societies of every description, and 
enly two hundred and five years from the landing of the 
Puritan fathers at Plymeuth, without any christian institu- 
tions, and in a condition little superior, in a moral light, to 
But if such be the 
fact, let it be so well attested, that the folly of sending mis- 


that of the Aborigines of this country. 


sionaries to the ends of the earth may be seen, while we 


have pagans in the midst of us, as unenlightened as the in- 
habitants of Otaheite, Madagascar, or New Zealand. 


How Mr. Surt knows or can affirm that 40,000 persons 
‘are going into eternity, without one hope, or one blessing 
from the gospel, does not appear from this defence, it must 


theretore be left for new explanations, 





When the crude dreams and wild vagaries of au arch Ueceiv~ 
er are preferable to the revelations of Heaven, alter they 
have passed through a Calvinistic transiormation, it can ve 
»asily seen how our views of God and religion have bees 
darkened, our love of holimess chilled, and our emulation te 
obtain it weakened by the corrupt and soul-freezing glos- 
ses that have been put on the sacred volume. Every can 
did and reflecting person must readily admit that christan+ 
ily, as it comes to us in the doctrine of election and repro 
bation, is less congenial to the best feelings of the philan 
thropic heart, and less consunant to the prayers of God's 
professing children, than the following doctrine of Mahom- 
et. With this knowledge of the subject, whocould fancy 
himself instrumental in promoting the honor of God, of 
the happiness of his race, by striving to convert Mahom- 
etans to the faith of ( alvin? )f our missionaries are spread~ 
ing sentiments which are worse than Paganism, let those 
who supply the means recollect te whom they are responsi- 
ble, and know in whose cause they are engaged. 

“Some of the opinions of the Mahometans would shame 
those of many very zealous Christians. They believe that 
some are saved of all religions, and that at the day ol 
Judgment there shall be erected a fourth banner for such 
to resort to who never heard of Moses, Jesus, or Mahom- 
et. *Assuredly (they argue) there is no mulice in the Om- 
NIPOTENT, and he will not damn men for their involun- 
tary ignorance of his revealed laws, provided they live up 
totLe genuine dictates of Nature and Reason, which are 
the truest standards of virtue and positive religion. —This 
we cannot but think, is a far better faith than that of cer- 
tain Calvinistic Christians, who maintain that children of 
even a span long will be found in hell.” 


“a eo 
a eee — 


—— 





“As the Rev. Mr. Burt has published, in the Portsmouth 


—j—— 

Journal, a reply to the remarks which appeared in a former Ww 

number of that paper, and which we noticed, respecting NE PUBLICATION. i 
some parts of his address tothe Missionary Society, justice] The Rev. J. S. Green, preacher of Universalism, has oa 


requires us to state, that this gentleman has fully vindica- 
ted himself from the charze of misrepresentation. ‘The 
christian institutions to which he referred in his addres., 


were the Sabbath. divine worship, the christian church, and| The diffusion of religious knowledge is of vast importance 
the christirn ministry, and out of the pale of these, ac- 


cording to his calculation, which appears to he correct. in- « a peotestant community, as it keeps a ma! ane 
stead of forty thousand, he now places eighty thousand of|™Vestigation, and preserves from the blind devotion of ig- 


the two hundred thousand, living within his district of fiftynorance, or the ravings of fanaticism. 
miles. He further says— 


issued proposals for publishing a weekly paper, at Cleav- 
land, Ohio, to be entitled the MessENGER OF SALVATION 


Y= «4 


Much of the free- 
dom and happiness of t!.is country, and its exemption fron: 
the calamities, that have crimsoned the plains and whiten 
ed the mountains of the eastern continent, must undoubt 


2 


In my statements, 1 intended no allusion whatever to 
the different denominations of christians. No such allu- 
sion can be made out. I respect real christians of all de- 
nominations. I /ore them i all. My assertions simply 
amount to this, that, when all the friends and supporters 
of Christian Institutions within 50 miles of me, are enu- 
merated, there still remain 4:.000 inhabitants, who do 


nothing for their support, and who live in the neglect of{publications beyond the demand of the public, and of fail- 
them. [include among the frends of these institutions, 


all who can be found friendly, of every denomination, with- ay Oe HUE OF EnaE GRRPCRR YD, RNS Cet CNS er Se 
out distinction; Shakers, Friends, Methodist-, Baptists,/00d have weakened. 
Universalists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Episco- 
palians, &c.”—-Salem Observer. 

—<=>— 


MAHOMETAN BELIEF. 


The following extract from the Lonpon EXAMINER 


x 


“ = be 
en a a 
Ss . at ba . - 

. ¢ = ‘ 


‘’ 


edly be attributed to cur numerous and efficient sch ols 


and the liberty of speech and the press. But in such a 


er eee oe 
. 


state of things, there is danger of multiplying schools o: 


These remarks are occasioned by the failure of several 
works in consequence of their unnecessary increase, or 
their injudicious location or management. 

Deeply concerned for Mr. Green's success and the pros~ 
fairly putsCalvinism m the back ground, by showing that poray of the cause, we trust he has gained instruction from 
the dise ples of the Arabian Impostor entertain a more the inexperience aud miscalculatiou cf others, and that 
the MessenGenr wailldeserve and receive the most apime- 
ting support, 


honorable and merciful belief of the great Parent of the 
universe, thap the pupils of the Gepevan Relormer.— 
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‘METHODIST LIBERALITY. 


Norwicn, AuG. 27, 1625. 


Mr. Bisbe,—Within a few months the Methodist society 
in th’s place have, with the assistance of Universalists, and 
gentiemen of other persuasions, been ena led to erect a 
house for public worship. It was agreed by the Metho- 
dists that the house should be open to all christian denom- 
inaticns, and at all times, when they should not wish to use 
it. The house is situated in a flourishing village at the 
falls, about a mile from the Port, in which reside several 
Universalists, who, being anxious to hear me preach on the 
Sabbath at 5 o'clock, applied to Mr. Beutly, the minister 
of the society, for the house, who gave them a prompt re- 
fusal, adding, the house is not to be opened to any vul 
christian denominations.* 

It may not be improper to state, that after the destrue- 
tion of the Methodist house by water, a few years sice, 
Mr. Bently and his society occupied the Universalist Chap- 
el in this city for about one year, free of all expense. 

ZELOTES FULLER. 

It is with regret we publish the above letter, as it shows 
the Methodist preacher of Norwich to be destitute of chur- 
ity, without which all his christian profession is nothing, 
only evidencing that he has a name that he lives although 
he is dead. Uuiversalists should render good for evil, 
blessing for cursing, prayers tor reviling, and in thus pa- 
ging the footsteps of Jesus and copying the example of God, 
they will certaily triumph; for light is older than dark- 
ness, and must prevail; truth is older than falsehood, anu 


must conquer. 





* However, the proprietors bear rule, and I am to be 

admitted. 
—_ 
FRANKLIN ASSOCIATION. 

Notice is hereby given, that the Franklin Association of 
Universalists will meet at Wilmington, Vermont, on the 
third Wednesday in October next, agreeable to adjouarn- 
ment. All ministering brethren who can make it conven- 
lent are requested to attend, and all universalist societies 
in this region are invited to send one or more delegates 
each. ‘ 

JOHN BROOKS, Clerk. 
Bernardston August 29. 1825. 


N. B. Fhe priater of the Universalist Magazine, Boston. 


is requested to insert the above. J.B. 





—_—_— 





HIZSCULLANIOVE. 








FUTURE STATE OF PUNISHMENT. 


remarks upon this subject, which, slightly varied and 
abridged, will be found below.—-Galary. 

“Inevery moral agent, the number of virtuous actions 
rreatly exceeds that of the vicious ones. The most noto- 
rious liar speaks trath much ottener than falsehood. A 
character, in which there is a preponderance of vice, is 
very rarely, if ever, to be met with, 

Nevertheless, as one vicious habit corstitutes a vicious 
character, though balaacel by many viriues, it is obvious 
that the number of vicious characters in the world, greatly 
exceeds that of the impertectly virtuous. Yet upon the 
whole.thy wnot virtue, prova ly in every character, and 
jcertatnly tu «he world at large, sreatly preponderates over 
tie sum of vice. 

The tendency of ail moral evil, aud of its concomitant, 
uatural evil,is to ther own erfermination, while that of 
moral and natural good isto exclend themselves ad an fini- 
fum. Fortie meyvitable consequence of viee is mis ys 
ant of virtue, happmess. The natural effect of misery ts 
theretore an effort to avoid it, by avoiding its cause; and 
the consequence of happiness, is a desire to continue and 
increase it, by pursuing that whieh produces it. So that 
even if the preponderance, amonz men, were on the side of 
rice, it seems reasonable to conciude, that in every individ- 
val, and im the world in veneral, virtue will ultimately tri- 
umph, and every rational being attain pure and pert ct 
happmess, Butif we consider, that the actually existing 
evil bears buta small proportion to the actually existing 
good, much more evident does the inverenee appear in fa- 
vour of ultimate universal happiness. There is every rea- 
-on to presume, that the production of good will advance 
with accelerated rapidity; and experience evidently fa- 
vours the conclusion. 

Nevertheless, in a future life, the immediate condition of 
the great mass of mankind when they enter upon it, must 
ie astate of very considerable pain and suffering. For 
the great majority of human eharacters are alloyed with 
one or more vicious liabits and affections. These must be 
put under a process of cure, more or less severe in pro- 
}portion to the malignity of the moral disease; bul probably 
peyond conception more painful thanany sufferings cxpert- 
enced in the present slate; the discipline ot this lite having 
been found insaffic.ent to complete the moral recovery. 

This view of the moral state of the world remarkably 
comncides with Ure representations of te Seriplurcs, which 
inifermly declare, that the number of those who are sae 
ved, will bear but a smal! proportion to that of those who 
are to be condemned, that is, consigued to suffering. But 
the revelation of aituture state of sufleripg ior the vicious 
amounts, When duty considered, to a revelation of an u/ti- 
maie state of happiness for all. For itts very harsh to sup- 
pose that God will raise the vicious from a state of insensi- 
bility which has endured from ages. te auntiilate them im- 
mediately. Stili less. can it be reconciled to wisdom and 
benevolence, that the wicked should be recalled to life, 
solely for the purpose of undergoing intense sufferings for 
an indefinite period, to be termimated by total destruction. 
As to the hypothesis of eferne/ torments, it is a doctrme 


The question, whether present and future punishments for which few retleeting persons pow contend. Since 
are designed by the Deity as rctribulive or corrective, aud as theretore the vicious are to be raised and exposed to suf- 
limited or eternal. has long been a subject of dispute among|feriug, itis highly reasonable to believe, that those sufler- 


divines and philosophers. ‘To suppose that all punish- 


ment is remedial, and consequently limited: that the ten-| 


dency of moral discipline is to produce a continual approx- 


ings will be remedial. and will terminate with the vices 
which gave lirth to them,so thatin the end, “death will 
ibe swallowed up in victory.” 





Imation towards periect virtue and perfect happiness ; and| oe 

that this will be the ultimate moral state of all the ration- on RELIEVING PROPOSITIONS WHICH WE DO 
al creatures of God,—is more honorable to his character, Ea ie 

and more conformable to our most natural and most ra- NOT UNDERSTAND. 


tional ideas of his attributes, than to suppose pmishiment 
to be altogether retributive, and inflicted by God on his 


creatures eternally, without the possibility ef its produ- 


| * 9 . : ° 
, Assome think we ought to believe that which we can- 


not understand, and of which we ean form no idea, this let- 


cing any good effect upon the enfferer. ‘Tios. Bers.am, [ef from BENson is published, to set the opinion in a 


inhis Elements of Moral Philosoph, has some condensed strong ight, and to induce those to reflect, who have been 
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as much in the habit of trusting ancient maxims as was As- 
pasia. Should any be convinced by the perusal of this 
dialogue that they have entertamed wrong views on this 
subject, they may feel grateful in being liberated from the 
bondage of antiquated theories, and in being obligated first 


to prove, and then embrace any doctrine. 


“Dear Sir,— When | have no news to impart, I collect 
what materials | can of any other kind, to show how de- 
sirou: lam to keep upa correspondence with you. Au 
ingenious gentleman of my acquaintance, whom I call 
Novatianus, was in company with the lady Aspasia ; who 
was exclaiming bitterly against a certain preacher, whose 
historical name shall be Eusebius. For Eusebius had as- 
serted something in one of his sermons, which gave the+ 
lady great offence.-Upon which she condemned him with 
a warm zeal. and great fluency of speech; and declared 
she would never hear him more as long as she lived. 
This occasioned the following dialogue between her and 
my friend. 


Novatianus. What was it, Madam, in Eusebius’ ser- 
mon, which offended you so much? 


Aspasia. He asserted that we are to believe nothing 
but what we can understand. 


Novalianus. Was that the thing which gave you so 
much offence. 


Aspasia. Yes, sir, and enough too. I wonder how any 
body cau venture to assert such a thing. 


Thus far the dialogue proceeded; and then they con- 
versed for an hour or two, upon other subjects ; by which 
means this «flair was quite forgotten. Novatianus then 
wrote with his pencil upon a smal) piece of paper the fo!- 
lowing words in Greek, o theos agape estin, and then very 
gravely gave them to the lady and desired her to read 
them. ‘That revived the dialogue which proceeded as fol 
lows :— \spasia, looking first upon the paper, and then 
looking earnestly, and with surprise and confusion, in No- 
vatianus’ face, said, sir, | cannot read them.—W hat do you 
mean by this? It is not English, and they are strange let- 
ters tome. 1 cannot imagine what you design by askinz 
me to read what I know nothing about. Novatianu 
gravely said, do you believe them, madam ? 

“How can I (answered Aspasia, with great quickness) 
unless I understand them! Hold, madam, (replied No- 
vatianus) you may, surely, believe things which you can. 
not understand. 

“Aspasia. That is impossible. 

*Novatianus. Then I find that you are, after all, of 
Eusebius’ opinion, notwithstanding his sermon offended 
you so much, 
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“Well then (said Novatianus) [ will gratuy you by tel- 
ling you that you may find the passage 1 John iv. 8. and 
the English of it is, “God is love.” That proposition (said 
Aspasia) | most readily and firmly believe; but I find I 
could not believe it, till l understood it. J heartily beg 
Eusebius’ pardon, and sincerely condemn my own folly and 
imprudence, in censuring what | ought to have applauded. 
! will promise you, | will go and hear him again; and shall 
now have a better opiniou of him than ever. 








“The next time Novatiinus visited Aspasia she contin-~ 
ued of the same mind; and severely condemned herself; 
but applauded Eusebius; and thanked Novatianus, for 
taking so kind and ingenious a method of leading her into 
right sentiments upon that head. But was ready to won- 
der, that she had not before seen the matter in the same 
light ;—as it appeared so very obvious, now she had at- 
tended to it, and carefally considered it. 
“I know, my friend Pyrrho, that you are a speculative 
man, and will make reflections on such a story, which 
would not occur to others.—Instead of news, therefore, or 
business, | thought it might not be amiss to send you this 
story. If itcan afford you any useful hints, it is at your 
service. If not, accept it as a testrmony of my being 
ready to oblige you. 
——— 
ROCKINGHAM ASSOCIATION. 
The Rockingham Association of Universalists held its 
session at the house of Mrs. BARTLETT, in Nottinvham, 
N. H. on Wednesday the last of August and the follow- 
ing day. 
Br. Edward Turner presided as Moderator, and Israel 
Bartlett, Esq. acted as Clerk. 
There were two publie services each day. Brs. Hosea 
Ballou, of Boston, and Edward Turner, officiated. 
Means were contemplated by which the word may be 
regularly administered in several towns in the vicinity of 
Nottingham, by uniting the friends which are scattered 
through that region, in such a connexion as to enable them 
to act in concert. 
This Association was adjourned to be holden at Mer- 
edith Bridge on the 4th Wednesday and Thursday of 
August, 1620.—Uvniversalist Mag. 
———— 
Another Conversion in the Ministry. 

Direct information has been received at this ofice, that 
he Rev. Misnarv Smitrn, of Union District, South Care 
oliaa, formerly of the Baptist communion and ministry, 
now preaches the faith which God preached to Abraham, 
saying, “in thy seed shall all nations be blessed.”—2d. 
PAPAL APPOINTMENT. 


The Rev. Benedict Fenwick, of Maryland, has been ap- 


This startled the lady and caused her to say, I profess|pointed by His Holiness the Pope, the Roman Catholic 
I believe lam wrong. The thing never appeared to me in| Bishop of Boston. 


this ight before. Lreally begin tosuspect that | was mis- 


taken, and that Eusebins was in the right. I beg his) par- 


—_——- 
Misfortune is transitory; happiness can stand out a 


don ior condemning him before | had duly considered the}thousand attacks of it, ere it can be torn from the spot 


reasonableness of what he said. 
of these words? For] cannot so much as read them. 


Novatianus said, 1 will assure you, madam, they are the 


sut what is the meaning|where it has once taken root. On the same principle, be- 


ware of always supposing trouble and miscry to he wher- 
sever thou seest tears to flow.—They flow as often, and 


words of holy Scripture; and that according to the origin- prohably oftener, from sources of delight than of pain; 
al. They contain a plain truth; and a very great andj@nd we have commonly mingied sensations, in which the 


important truth. IT would, therefore, have you try once 


,|disagreeable is far over balanced by the pleasant ; sensa- 


more whether you cannot believe them. Aspasia was tions arising from the most cordial feelings of benevolence 


now impatient to have them explained; and said to No- 


vatianus, tease me no longer, | freely acknowledge that | 
was too rash and inconsiderate; and I am now fully con- 
vinced that | cannot tell, whether I believe what you pro- 
pose to me, or no; till | understand what is meant thereby. 
Pray tell me, therefore, what the words signify, and keep 
me no longer in suspence. As soon as I understand them, 


mind, and not unfrequently, are connected with the most 
enchanting recollections of blessings already enjoyed, and 
with the most delightful prospects of future bliss. 
— 
Men expend large sums in procuring the best devised 
furniture, the most perfect mechanism of wood, brass, and 





J will then tell you fully, whether | believe them, or no. 


iron; great pains and expense are bestowed in keeping 


and affection to the human race, of virtue and greatness of 
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them in good order, and preventing them from going to de- 
eay. Years are spent in the study of the various parts of 
mechan sm, and the most minute calculations are made of 
the advantage derived from the improvement of those 
inanimate things. It is well worth while to consider 
whether a portion of the capital thus employed would not 
be advantageously employed in improving the living ma- 
chines '-—Owen 


oS 


Religion has planted itself, in all the purity of its im- 
age. and sufficiency «f its strength, at the threshold of hu- 





man misery; and is empowered to recall the wanderers: 
from their pilgremage of woe, aud direct them in the path} 
of heaven. It has diffused a sacred joy in the abodes of 
poverty and wretchedness; it has effaced the wrinkles 
from the brow of care—-shed agleam of sacred and tran- 
quil joy inthe chamber of death, gladdened the counte- 
nance of the dying with a triumphant enthusiasm, and dif- 
fused throughout the earth a faint foretaste of the blessing 
of fnturity. Itis benign as the light of heaven, and com- 
prehensive as its span.—An iris in the sky of the Christian, 
it quickens perseverance with the promises of reward— 
reanimates the drooping spirit—invigorates the decrepi- 
tude of age—and directs, with a prophetic ken, to the re- 
gions of eternal felicity. Like the sun, it glids every ob- 
ject with its rays, without being diminished im its lustre, or 
shorn of its power. 


So 


Fferesies.—Every person charged with heresy professes a 
firm and sincere belief in the Gospel; otherwise he wouid 
not be a heretic, but an infidel. His accusers cali him a 
heretic, not because he does not believe the Gospel, but 
because he does not believe what they do. He ts a heretic 
in the eves of Baptists, because, perhaps, he sprinkles in- 
fants ; of Congrezationalists, becouse he does not sprinkle 
them ; of Presbyterians, because he believes tn Bishops ; 
of Churchmen, because he does not helieve inthem. And 
so we are all heretics to one another, and yet the faith and 
hope of all centre in the Gospel of Jesus Christ ! 

London paper. 


—_—— 


It is not advisable for a prudent man to rely upon the 
friendship and constancy of the great and the wealthy. 
They will respect you while you can be useful to them; 
but they are often weak changelings. more inclined to be 
lieve what 1s said to the injury than what is told to the 
advantage of their inferiors; and the person who speaks 
last generally has their credit. With most of them, policy 
and cold prvdence overbalance friendship. 








MARRITD, 
In this city, on the 10th inst. by the Rev. J. Bishe Jr. 
Mir. Isaac Peck to Mrs. Elizabeth Hubhard, both of Berlin. 
In this town, Mr. Ezekiel Woodford, to Miss Roxana L. 
Lyman, both of Winchester. 














i DIED, 

In this city, Mr. Horace Deming, aged 27; Mr. Charles 
Sears, aged 51. 

At East-Hartford on Tuesday morning last, Mr. John B. 
Alderman, aged 21. 

At Berlin, Vir. Calvin Winchel, aged 23. 

At Cambridge. (Mass.) Mr. Henry A. Warner, of this 
city, aged 17. His remains were brought to this city, and 
interred on the 17th inst. 

In Withersville, (S. C.) on the 12th ult. Rev. Jonwn S. 
Carers, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
He deserved and enjoyed the esteem of all his acquain- 
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“Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.” 
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POR TITE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


A PRAYER. 


O cleanse my soul, thou God of grace, 
From sin’s defiling powers, 
And may [ through ths mortal raee, 


To thee devote my hours. 


When straying from thy bless’d commands, 
May thy good spirit plead, 
And thou, from thine almighty hands, 


Supply my every need. 


Keep my strange heart from foolish pride, 
That I may humbly live, 
That Jesus may my footsteps guide, 


And sweet enjoyment give. 


O let not anger fill my breast, 
If thou should’st bless my foe, 
Or murm’ring rob me of my rest, 


Should’st thou inflict the blow. 


May I submit and own thee just, 
Tho’ tears should drown my eyes, 
Tho’ hope and }:!e be near the dust 


And midnight veil the skies ; 


Still may I feel thy sov’reign aid, 
Still hold thy promise sure, 

And may thy grace and love display'd, 
Make me each trial well endure, 

Wilt thou, O gracious God, bestow 
Thy favours on this place, 

And make each hardend sinner bow,, 


Before thy melting grace. 


Sn! copious showers of heavenly raig 


To cheer the famting heart, 
R. lieve each burden‘d soul from pain, 
And hight and joy impart. 
ORANS. 








BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

Just received at this office, Baifour’s Inquiry, second edi= 
tion, hound and in boards. Also Balfour’s Reply to Sa- 
bine’s Lectures on the Inquiry, containinz, Ist,a Defence 
of the Inquiry ; 2d, Sabine’s proofs of a future retribution 
considered, Price of the Inquiry, $1,25 bound; $1,00 ip 





tances. 


boards.<-Reply 50 cents. 











